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The Global LCA Platform aims to create a neutral public-interest infrastructure layer for product-level
environmental evidence by connecting life-cycle assessment methods, background data, quality assurance,
interoperability, access rules and long-term stewardship. It is being developed through a UNEP-hosted
multi-stakeholder process under the Life Cycle Initiative bringing together over 300 institutions, including
governments, scientific institutions, life cycle assessment (LCA) service providers, businesses, non-
governmental and intergovernmental organizations.

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

Product-level environmental
evidence is becoming critical

for regulation, reporting, trade,
procurement, supply-chain
cooperation and decarbonization.
Yet a background-data market
estimated at around USD 120
million by 2030 is expected to
support decisions across trillion-
dollar product flows. Policies and
markets are therefore trying to
compare, regulate and decarbonize
products using a fragmented,
unaligned and potentially
underfinanced data infrastructure.

This creates practical barriers.
Markets struggle to differentiate
lower-impact products credibly.
Companies and LCA practitioners
face repeated work, higher costs
and inconsistent results when
databases, system boundaries,
methods or update cycles differ.
Governments risk disputes over
methodology and comparability
when using product-level evidence
in procurement, regulation,
border measures or market-based
instruments. For society, the
result is slower implementation

of credible environmental policy,
weaker trust in product claims
and less confidence that capital

is flowing toward genuinely
lower-impact products. Ultimately,
progress towards addressing
environmental planetary crises is
slower and inefficient.

WHAT THE GLOBAL LCA
PLATFORM DELIVERS

The platform would build the
neutral public-interest infrastructure
layer needed to connect methods,
unit-process background data,
quality assurance, interoperability,
access rules and long-term policy
stewardship. It would not replace
existing databases, tools or
initiatives, but would make them
work together more reliably.

WHO IS INVOLVED?

The 30 June 2026 UNEP-hosted
webinar brought together policy
representatives from Brazil, Canada,
China, Europe and Switzerland,
alongside UNEP, Greenhouse Gas
Protocol / WRI, WBCSD/PACT, LCA
experts, data initiatives, software
actors, institutional partners

and philanthropic participants,
including the Passport Foundation
and the European Climate
Foundation.

This breadth shows relevance
across policy, markets, funding and
technical implementation.

Lloreng Mila i Canals
UNEP Life Cycle Initiative
llorenc.milaicanals@un.org

THE BENEFIT FOR THE
ECOSYSTEM

The Global LCA Platform would
reduce duplication, improve
comparability and make product-
level environmental evidence
easier to use across policy,
markets and digital systems.
Governments would gain a
more stable basis for regulation,
procurement and trade-related
measures. Companies, LCA
practitioners, software providers
and data contributors would
benefit from interoperable,
quality-assured and reusable
environmental data.

THE ASK AND NEXT STEPS

UNEP is now working with
partners to move from shared
recognition toward a controlled
proof-of-concept and concrete
initiation phase.

Governments, funding and
development partners wishing

to enable global interoperability
and trust for LCA evidence should
contact UNEP for a bilateral
discussion of the executive scope
and strategic fit for participation
or funding.

Consult the webpage at

lifecycleinitiative.org



https://lifecycleinitiative.org

QUOTES FROM THE WEBINAR

“Mobilizing efforts towards a Global LCA Platform: Why interoperable
background data matter for policy-grade product evidence", June 30, 2026

POLICY-GRADE INFRASTRUCTURE / METHOD-
AGNOSTIC DATASETS

‘A Global LCA Platform would need to govern life-
cycle inventory data so that it is not only available, but
sufficiently reliable for policy use. The platform should
turn LCI datasets into policy-grade infrastructure. The
main governance need would be common rules for the
creation of consistent but method-agnostic datasets,
which can then be converted into datasets following a
specific methodology for different policy applications.’

Matgorzata Gotebiewska, DG Environment, European
Commission

COMMON QUALITY REQUIREMENTS AND TRADE
BARRIERS

“This kind of movement supports us in establishing
common quality requirements regarding our data and
the way we collect and make it available. It also helps us
to surpass trade barriers, as we can present and share
our data through this kind of environment'

Tiago Braga, Brazilian Institute of Information in Science
and Technology (IBICT)

GOVERNANCE, INDEPENDENCE AND UNALLOCATED
CORE DATA

‘A reliable LCA database needs a broadly supported
methodology and high-quality data. Both should be
scientifically sound and independent of the particular
interests of individual actors. On a technical level, an
unallocated core database could provide a foundation
for that!'

Jens Lansche, Swiss Federal Office for the Environment
(BAFU / FOEN)

GLOBAL PLATFORM AS SUPPORTING LAYER, NOT
REPLACEMENT

“A useful global platform does not need to replace
anyone. It can serve as an international public good, a
supporting layer. Different countries’ data and standards
can be mapped and aligned at the technical level,
achieving comparability and mutual recognition while
respecting everyone's own system!

Luchi Zhang, China's National Center for Climate Change
Strategy and International Cooperation (NCSC)

Watch the recording

NEED FOR A COMMON INTERNATIONAL REFERENCE
POINT

“In policy contexts where LCA data may need to be
exchanged across borders, for example for trade or
procurement, a common international reference point
could be useful for making fair comparisons, in addition
to reducing barriers to conducting LCA"

Linden Barton, Environment and Climate Change Canada
(ECCC)

TOWARDS A HEALTHY, SCALABLE, AND CREDIBLE
LCA DATA ECOSYSTEM

“We want to move away from a fragmented data market
towards a healthy, scalable, and credible LCA data
ecosystem. As a result, it will be easier to contribute and
make data accessible to a broader group of people. We
see the UNEP Global LCA Platform as a critical anchor in
this transition.’

Eric Mieras, SimaPro and Partnership for life-cycle data

GROWING DEMAND AND ACCESS TO DATA AND
THEN ACTION

“PACT, the Partnership for Carbon Transparency, is
building the global infrastructure for product carbon
footprint calculation and exchange. PACT brings
together thousands of organizations including more than
200 of the biggest buyers on earth, multinationals that
are trying to grow their access to high quality, usable,
trusted data; this is a huge hurdle. The underlying data
must be supported, must be a utility accessible to all
everywhere at equal price. It will scale up demand and
then action, which is why we're all here!

Naama Avni Kadosh, Partnership for Carbon Transparency

CREATING THE MARKET DEMAND FOR LOW-
FOOTPRINT PRODUCTS

“Businesses face a real challenge: there isn't sufficient
demand for their low-carbon product portfolios. How
do we increase that demand in the marketplace? By
changing the price and the economics of low-carbon
products, through mechanisms like procurement rules,
product standards and carbon pricing like CBAM. None
of these mechanisms work without robust, comparable
Life Cycle Analysis data behind them. That's the key
use case we're working on at WRI, and why we see this
global platform as critical!’

Richard Tarboton, World Resources Institute


https://youtu.be/1SgSBB38s1k?si=-LzHbF3HXUqDd8Ux

