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UNEP Biogenic Carbon Project
- Call for pilot testing -

WHAT:

The UNEP Biogenic Carbon Project aims to use an expert-led multi-stakeholder process to develop
guidance and recommendations that will help to enable harmonization, stability, verifiability and
enhanced credibility of life cycle assessment (LCA) results for biobased products. The goal is to have
a global reach by making available consistent guidance and suggested approaches that will help LCA
practitioners consider, include and describe the biogenic carbon flows throughout the life cycle of
biobased product systems.

UNEP intends to develop pilot testing guidance (e.g., testing protocols, supporting documents, one-
on-one technical support) to help ensure uniformity and consistency across the pilot testing
organizations. The overarching goals of the pilot testing exercise are to ensure practical applicability,
clarity, usability, and effectiveness of the guidance and recommendations. Comments and suggested
revisions will be collected from the pilot testing organizations (via comment submission forms and
one-on-one interviews) and reviewed by the technical experts to help improve the final version of the
guidance and recommendations document.

It is estimated that pilot testing organizations will need to commit up to 20 hours of in-kind
contributions throughout the pilot testing process and will benefit by becoming intimately familiar
with the UNEP recommendations and guidance around biogenic carbon accounting in LCA. In
addition, all the contributing organizations will be recognized in the published version of the UNEP
recommendations and guidance document.

WHO:

UNEP would like to engage organizations that are in the process of conducting LCA studies, and the
targeted individuals are likely LCA practitioners. UNEP is also interested in collecting pilot testers
that are involved in different types of LCA studies (variable goals and scope, product-level LCA and
future decision-making) of biobased product systems across multiple product sectors, such as, but
not limited to:

- Forestry and wood products;

- Bioenergy;

- Agriculture and livestock;

- Bioplastics, chemicals, pharmaceuticals;
- Personal care products;

- Packaging;

- Apparel and footwear;

- Algae
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WHEN:

UNEP encourages pilot testing organizations to become involved early in the development process.
Pilot testing of the draft recommendations and guidance will be undertaken during the final stage of
the development process. The pilot testing is tentatively scheduled to begin in late 2026/early 2027.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED:

Organizations and individuals that are interested in becoming involved in the development of the
guidance and recommendations, and pilot testing the draft guidelines, are requested to make contact
with the project focal point (Adam Robertson and copy to Lloreng Mila i Canals).
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