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LC Net Focus
The Global LCA Data Access Network:
Announcing the GLAD New Features
Are you looking for an LCA dataset for your study and don’t know where to
start? On GLAD you are able to browse among over 90,000 LCA datasets
on more than 16,000 products and processes.
GLAD is the largest directory of LCA datasets,
from independent providers, from around the
world. Since its launch in June 2020, we are on a
continuous quest to improve the user experience
with the end-goal of ensuring easier access and
interoperability among LCA data.
So, what is new?
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Enhanced dataset search function: After transitioning to Drupal, and
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making the site mobile-friendly, we have also enhanced the data
browsing function through the addition of a faceted search. Now you
can filter and find the datasets you need much more easily. Tooltips have
been added to help user understand each search filter. Some search
filters have also been revised to be more user-friendly. For instance, for
the geographic location, you no longer need to know the ISO code of
countries by heart, as the search field now shows their full name. With a
more-user friendly GLAD platform, users will have easier access to LCA
data.
Self-service registration & maintenance: Soon dataset providers will
be able to self-register and edit their metadata on GLAD directly
through the web interface or by using our prepared Excel template, which
is already available.
Categories: We developed a model – and we will soon be testing it – to
assign automated categories to the registered metadata. Currently data
providers register their data on GLAD using their own diverse category
systems, making the ‘Category’ search filter difficult to use. The
automated category model, will help standardize the available categories
for datasets in GLAD, making this search criteria more useful for the
users to refine their search. With the new model, GLAD will tag the data
with new automatically generated and standardized codes using artificial
intelligence.

To our nodes - rest assured, we will give you an opportunity to review the
automated categories for your datasets, and we will not change those you have
assigned yourselves.
REMINDER: DON’T FORGET TO RESET YOUR GLAD PASSWORD!
During our major update on 25th October 2021, all datasets and user accounts
were migrated. Algorithms were updated and old passwords and API keys no
longer work. Therefore, please:
reset your password on the password recovery page, then,
generate a new API key on your account by visiting the "Key
authentication" tab.
If you are having difficulties, please drop us an email
at contact@globallcadataaccess.org.
We've just published a basic tutorial that can help you take the first steps to
finding the data you need.
We hope that these new features will be helpful for the whole LCA community.
Access GLAD
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Welcome to our new Steering Committee Members,
Farewell to the departing!
Our 5th General Assembly was held on September 23rd and included our
Steering Committee Elections for a representative for the Government
Constituency, the Business Constituency and for the Individual Seat of the
Science and Civil Society Constituency.
We are absolutely delighted to welcome
Thailand’s National Science and Technology
Development Agency (NTSDA) as a
representative for the Government Constituency
and Nasser Ayoub of Egypt as the Individual
representative of the Science and Civil Society
Constituency. We are also ecstatic to re-welcome
Hub EPD LATAM and congratulate them on their re-election as a representative
for the Business Constituency.
And of course, unfortunately this means we must bid farewell to two of our
departing representatives. We would like to express our gratitude to both IBICT
of Latin America and Caribbean and Bárbara M. Civit. Thank you for your
contribution to the Life Cycle Initiative. You will be greatly missed, though we
will surely continue collaborating in new ways!
If any members missed out this year or could not step forward due to
geographical restrictions, be sure to keep an eye out for next year’s General
Assembly and set a reminder in your calendar – the Steering Committee
elections are held in September every year!
Remember: Membership registration is open throughout the year. You or your
institution can join by downloading, completing and returning a signed
membership form to membership@lifecycleinitiative.org.
Read more about the General Assembly outcomes
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assistance: request for knowledge sharing
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The Joint Initiative for sustainable humanitarian packaging waste management
is currently starting a project aiming at performing life cycle analysis of the main
packaging items used in humanitarian assistance response.
The Joint Initiative is seeking to hear from the life cycle community regarding
experiences and/or reports of LCA studies already performed for the following
types of packaging:
5L HDPE jerrycans used for vegetable oil
1L to 4L PET bottles used for vegetable oil
4L metal cans used for vegetable oil
10kg to 90kg PP woven bag used for food (staple food) and non-food
items
50g to 1.5kg flexible metalized sachets (HFFS or VFFS) used for
processed food (typical material composition:
metPET12/PE80, BOPP20/ALU7/CPP35, PET12/MPET12/PE40)
Carton boxes used as secondary packaging (approximate size: 450 x 250
x 210 mm – example of material structure:
K186/Fluting100/T180/Fluting135/K186)
If you have any insights to share, please get in touch with the focal point for the
study: Carole Manceau, Packaging Specialist for the World Food Programme.

Call for LCA Studies and Experts on Supermarket
Food Packaging
We are working on the meta analysis on single-use plastic food packaging and
its alternatives. We are looking for relevant LCA studies that cover reusable
options (e.g., “zero-waste” supermarkets/refill stations and grocery delivery in
returnable containers) or alternatives to food packaging (e.g., sweet wrappers,
snack food packaging).
If you are doing research in this area, we would be very pleased to hear from
you. We are also welcoming experts who are interested to participate in
reviewing the publication. Please indicate your interest to Margarita and
Pippa no later than 19 November 2021. The upcoming meta-analysis is the
latest in the series of studies of the Life Cycle on single-use plastic
packaging (see image below), and it is kindly funded by the USEPA.
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SUPP meta-study publication timeline up to 2022.

Project & Activity Updates
SCP-HAT: v2.0 launch
The Sustainable Consumption
and Production and Hotspot
Analysis Tool (SCP-HAT) v 2.0
will be available in the public
domain in the next couple of
weeks, with substantive new features as well as the new and enhanced
underlying Multi-Region Input Output (MRIO) database (finally named
GLORIA!). This updated version of the tool will boost the sector disaggregation
to 96 for most countries and the time coverage to 1990-2019. With Version 2.0,

we will have the ability to cover new pressure and impact indicators, such as
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nutrient flows, water consumption and energy supply. The number of SCP-HAT
users is also growing, with over 5,500 individual users from all continents
learning from it in the last year. For example, the UN Development Programme
has recently supported countries such as The Gambia and Vanuatu in using the
SCP-HAT to enhance their NDCs. Vanuatu NDC’s were improved and
informed by the sector hotspots detected with SCP-HAT; from these hotspots it
is more effective to focus circular economy strategies in those sectors that can
yield biggest improvements. The NDC for The Gambia, which is the only
country rated by the Climate Action Tracker as “1.5°C Paris Agreement
compatible”, has also been informed with the SCP-HAT.

Subscribe

With this continual growing interest in the SCP-HAT, there will be the
development of SCP-HAT Regional Centres of Excellence. The SCP-HAT
responds to a strong demand from countries in all regions and has triggered a
lot of interest since its inception phase. These SCP-HAT Regional Centres of
Excellence offer a unique opportunity to establish a global partnership with
scientific institutions to support its further applications in countries and, as a
result, to strengthen the science-policy interface required to support an effective
shift to sustainable consumption and production practices. The SCP-HAT team
is looking to partner with scientific and academic institutions with demonstrated
knowledge and experience in sustainable consumption and production.
If you have not already, make sure to check out this 3’ intro video on SCPHAT.

Bringing the Message Across on the Life Cycle of
Menstrual Products
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The Life Cycle Initiative joined Environmenstrual Week 2021 by presenting
the LCA meta-study on single-use menstrual products and their
alternatives during the webinar entitled “What About Periods”, organized by
Zero Waste Europe. The aim of the webinar was to open the discussion about
the different issues that afflict single-use menstrual products such as tampons
and sanitary pads.
From the Life Cycle angle, the focus of the presentation was on the single-use
nature of conventional menstrual products and how they substantially
contribute to waste globally. The report presented that even when sterilized
inefficiently or only used for several months, menstrual cups have the lowest
environmental impact overall. Menstruation is a taboo subject in many
cultures and geographies; thus, it is important to take great care when trying to
drive social acceptance towards reusable menstrual products. Working with
governments and policymakers on moving towards reusable menstrual
products by leaning on their environmental impact and health benefits can
address the stigma associated with menstruation and menstrual products.
Other speakers in the webinar were Helen Lynn from Women’s Environment
Network and Ana-Marija Milesunić from Friends of the Earth.

Single-Use Plastic Products
#ChoosetoReuse: Our Choices towards a Greener
Planet
Decisions we make have an impact on the environment. LCA studies show us
that when we choose reusable and durable products and maximize their
usages, we make the greener choice.
In early October, the Life Cycle Initiative released two sets of videos that distil
the key findings of the LCA meta-studies on single-use plastic products that
the Life Cycle Initiative has been publishing since 2020: that it is the single-use
nature of products that is the most problematic for the planet, more so than the
material that they are made of.
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Progress in the development of USEtox-related tools
in the context of the SAICM project

Many chemicals are found in the various plastic applications from food contact
materials to children’s toys. To enable a circular economy for plastics is an
ambitious goal and needs to also look at the chemicals found across plastics. A
new open access study on “Enabling a circular economy for chemicals in
plastics” provides a systematic overview of current knowledge gaps,
challenges and a list of more than 6000 chemicals that are found in plastics.
The authors identified 1518 plastic-related chemicals of concern, which should
be prioritized for substitution by safer alternatives, and conclude with 5 policy
recommendations, including the need for an overarching, global regulatory
framework for plastics and related chemicals.
Children are exposed to chemicals in plastic toys via different pathways,
including mouthing. However, exposure estimates are available only for
selected chemicals and plastic materials. A new open access paper on
“Estimating mouthing exposure to chemicals in children’s products”
addressed this limitation and developed a quantitative model to estimate
migration into saliva, mouthing exposure and related health risk for a wide
range of chemical-material combinations found in children’s toys. The mouthing
model is already implemented in the latest beta version of the global scientific
consensus model USEtox.

Social LCA Update
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The project on Social Life Cycle Assessment will publish in December the
Methodological Sheets, a Report of the Pilots for road testing the new 2020
UNEP S-LCA Guidelines, and the translation of the UNEP 2020 Guidelines in
French, Dutch and Italian supported by (Supported by Quebec Government
Office in Brussels, the Belgian Federal Institute for Sustainable Development,
Prof. Luigia Petti University of Pescara (Italy) and her Team, and Prof.
Gabriella Arcese University of Cusano, Italy).
On December 7th, the event “Implementing the New 2020 UNEP S-LCA
Guidelines” will be held at the Residence Palace in Brussels as well as online.
The event is organized by SLC Alliance and the Life Cycle Initiative. It will be
hosted by Mrs. Zakia Khattabi, the Belgian Minister of Climate, Environment,
Sustainable Development and Green Deal and co-organized with the Life Cycle
Initiative, and the Quebec Government Office in Brussels. The event will launch
the new S-LCA Methodological Sheets, the Pilot Report and the translated
Guidelines and will showcase a panel discussion on global initiatives pushing
forward for the assessment of social impacts in supply chains.
To register on the event please click here!: Implementing the New UNEP
2020 S-LCA Guidelines Tickets, Tue 7 Dec 2021 at 13:00 | Eventbrite
Several members of the SLC Alliance and Social LCA project have joined the
Technical Working Group on the development of the ISO14075 on Social Life
Cycle Assessment, the work started in April 2021, and it will be ended in 2024.

News from the Life Cycle Community
Global survey - Teaching LCA in Higher Education
We would like to invite everyone teaching LCA in higher education to
participate in a global survey on this topic, which was recently launched by the
FSLCI’s Working Group on the subject.
Survey responses and data will be used for the following purposes:
1) Gather data to be used for a forthcoming scientific paper on how LCA is
taught around the world, and

2) Create a global overview of institutions
Past Issues
teaching LCA around the world
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The survey takes between 10 – 20
minutes, depending on the level of detail
that you are ready to provide and the
extent to which you are involved in
teaching LCA at your respective institution.
Access and complete the survey today.

Survey on the perceived feasibility of the 10 Life
Cycle Sustainability Assessment (LCSA) Principles
Life Cycle Sustainability Assessment (LCSA) supports the assessment of
product systems performances regarding the three sustainability pillars
(economic, social, environmental). In order to guide practitioners to develop
more harmonized, comprehensive and transparent LCSA the Life Cycle
Initiative published a Position Paper on Principles for Life Cycle
Sustainability Assessment.
With the aim to understand the potential level of implementation of the 10 LCSA
principles and assess the gaps for enhancing the uptake of the 10 LCSA
principles, a research team of the University of Bordeaux and the Leuphana
University of Luneburg has developed an online survey.
We would like to invite you to filling in the survey which will only take you 10
min. Any data submitted will be treated as confidential and used exclusively in
the context of this study.
The deadline to complete the survey is 14 November 2021. Please do not
hesitate to contact Noémie Leroy-Parmentier with any questions.

Abstract submission for the 13th International
Conference on Life Cycle Assessment of Food (LCA
Foods 2022)
The Peruvian Life Cycle Assessment and Industrial Ecology Network
(PELCAN) at PUCP announces that the abstract submission for the 13th
International Conference on Life Cycle Assessment of Food (LCA Foods
2022) is now open. This will be a hybrid conference in which face-to-face and
virtual interaction will be promoted in a post pandemic world. This call includes
oral and poster presentations. Submit your abstract(s).

The official language of the Conference will be English; however, we are
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planning to have special sessions in Spanish and Portuguese. We look forward
to welcoming you at LCA Foods 2022 in Lima, Peru. We invite you to check
the event website!
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Life Cycle Community Calendar
79th Discussion Forum on LCA
Collaboration within and beyond the LCA community:
success stories, obstacles and solutions
18 November 2021
As collaborations are beneficial for the success of LCA, we encourage you to
join us to have a lively discussion with members of the LCA community and
experts from other disciplines who worked with LCA practitioners about:
1.
Which are the key factors for a successful cooperation within and beyond
the LCA community?
2.
Multiple points of view at the same table to identify the challenges that
arise for LCA developers, practitioners and specialists from other fields.
3.
Which are the obstacles encountered in the translation of know-how from
other disciplines into LCA concepts and how to overcome them?
Please take a look at our compelling program and check out our speakers. Feel
free to circulate the program also among your contacts who do not associate
themselves with the LCA community but have worked with LCA practitioners.
We would be very happy to have their inputs as well during the discussion.
Additionally, there is a time slot allocated for short presentations (10 min.
each). If you are interested in giving a short presentation, please send us a
short abstract (200 words) to lcaforum@ethz.ch and we will contact you as
soon as possible.
Date: Thursday, 18 November 2021
Location: ETH Zentrum Campus, Zurich/CH (depending on the actual Covid19 situation, the event will be held on-site in a hybrid format, or online only)
Language: English
Registration for either on-site or online participation, until Monday, 15
November: https://ethzurich.eventsair.com/lca21/df79/Site/Register
Download the programme

Download the flyer

Guidance on Social Life Cycle Assessment: Hybrid
Event, Brussels & Online

7 December
2021
Past Issues
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We are happy to announce a hybrid event on
December 7th, 2021 at 13h30 CET at the
Residence Palace in Brussels, as well as online,
entitled “Implementing the New UNEP 2020 SLCA Guidelines”. The event will be organized by
the SLC Alliance, hosted by Mrs. Zakia Khattabi,
the Belgian Minister of Climate, Environment,
Sustainable Development and Green Deal, and
co-organized with the Life Cycle Initiative and the
Quebec Government Office in Brussels. It will
have a hybrid format, with some availability for
participants to be present in person and others
joining online. Register for the event on
Eventbrite.
At the event, we will launch a number of new resources for S-LCA practitioners
and users – the results of seven out of nine pilot studies that put to test the
newly released UNEP 2020 S-LCA Guidelines; the UNEP 2021 S-LCA
Methodological Sheets; and the translation of the UNEP S-LCA Guidelines in
French, Dutch, and Italian (supported by Quebec Government Office in
Brussels, the Belgian Federal Institute for Sustainable Development,
Prof. Luigia Petti University of Pescara (Italy) and her Team, and Prof.
Gabriella Arcese University of Cusano, Italy).
The event will provide an opportunity for practitioners, companies and
government organizations to familiarize themselves with the UNEP 2020 SLCA Guidelines and to hear from companies in a variety of sectors that have
implemented the Guidelines. An armchair discussion on the future of S-LCA will
also be held at the event, highlighting global initiatives that are likely to shape
how we consider social impacts in value chains in upcoming years.

SETAC 8th World Congress
4-8 September 2022
The SETAC 8th World Congress will now be held from 4-8 September 2022 in
Singapore at the Marina Bay Sands. Please save the date, and stay tuned for
updates as we get closer to the meeting.
More information.

Life Cycle Job Announcements
Senior Engineer Expert in Sustainability, Valencia
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Lomartov are hiring a senior engineer expert in Sustainability who will be based
in Valencia, Spain. The successful candidate will be directly involved in the
European activities of the company developing and carrying out research
activities strongly related with the sustainable evaluation and validation of novel
processes and technologies. The researcher will be mainly in charge of
carrying out Life Cycle Assessment (LCA), Life Cycle Cost Studies (LCC),
Social LCA (sLCA) and Ecodesign activities for both international projects and
private contracts. If you, or someone you know, may be a good fit, check it out
on this link!- https://lomartov.com/senior-engineer/

Join us as a Funding Partner
The work of the Life Cycle Initiative would not be possible without the support of
its sponsors. By contributing to the Initiative, businesses and governments not
only gain access to unparalleled expertise in how to align their activities with
their United Nations Environmental and Social Development commitments, but
they also play a role in transforming their activities, as models of Life Cycle
Thinking. If you are interested in becoming a funding partner, please contact
the Initiative.
Yes, I'm interested to contribute as a Funding Partner

Ongoing call for LC Net contributions
Members of the Life Cycle Initiative, please feel free to submit your event, job
vacancy, news, capacity development opportunities, topics and stories related
to life cycle thinking and LCA, to be shared with the global life cycle community.
We are always looking for featured coverage on the experience how life cycle
thinking contributes to different policy agendas, sustainable business and
decision making, in various countries and regions.
Note that we cannot accept contributions of a commercial nature. LCNet is
released bimonthly in the beginning of January, March, May, July, September
and November; please send us your piece approximately two weeks before the
release date. We look forward to your contributions in disseminating life cycle
knowledge from global policy and business agendas!
Yes, I have content for the LC Net!
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