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LC Net Focus

Lessons and take-home messages from Webinar on
Life Cycle Approach to Plastics Pollution

Earlier this summer, the Life Cycle Initiative responded to a request – made by
Member States to UNEP during the first pre-meeting of the Ministerial
Conference on Marine Litter and Plastic Pollution – to provide technical
insights to the delegates on what a life cycle approach to plastics pollution looks
like. A life cycle approach is one of the key considerations for a potential Global
Agreement to address plastic pollution, as discussed these past few days in the
Ministerial Conference (see section below). This response materialised in the
form of a webinar bringing together a multi-stakeholder panel of speakers,
including government (with Guillermo Gonzalez Caballero of Chile’s Ministry of
Environment); industry (represented by Tom Szaky, CEO and founder of
Terracycle and Loop); a Plastic Pact organization (South Africa Plastic Pact
represented by Deshanya Naidoo); as well as the Ellen MacArthur Foundation’s
Gerald Naber. UNEP colleagues provided the moderation and perspective on
how to bring life cycle approaches to address plastic pollution.
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The webinar discussed some holistic solutions to the hotspots of unsustainable
consumption and production that occur across the life cycle of plastic products,
as well as the actors who can implement these solutions. These solutions range
from halting subsidies for fossil fuels at the cradle to improving implementation
of Extended Producer Responsibility schemes to influence plastic production
and its cycling at the end of life.

 

Importantly, the Life Cycle Initiative laid out some of the main elements of what a
life cycle approach to plastics pollution and marine litter could look like, as
illustrated below. The life cycle approach provides the scientific basis upon
which rests the monitoring standards, action plans, and targets required to reach
sustainable solutions to the hotspots identified along the value chain of a
product or service. This approach and the technical resources that underpin it
are being considered by Member States as they debate a possible Global
Agreement to address Plastic Pollution.
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Announcements

Save The Date: 5th General Assembly of the Life
Cycle Initiative on September 23, 2021 • 11h30-15h30
CEST

The Life Cycle Initiative will hold its Fifth Online General Assembly of its
members on September 23, 2021. It is open to all Life Cycle Initiative
members. The General Assembly is an opportunity to showcase all the
Initiative’s activities over the past year, envision together future activities and
enhance cooperation between members.


Life Cycle Initiative members should block their calendars for the General
Assembly on September 23rd, 2021 from 11:30-15:30 (CEST). The
connection/dial-in details were sent out on September 2nd (check your spam
folders), and the agenda and pre-reads will be delivered in the week preceding
the event.


Just as in previous years, members will also elect
three new representatives to the Steering
Committee for the next three years, as per the
governance of the Initiative (Annexes 3.2 and 3.3
of the strategy document).


This year is special because, like every three
years, the individual member position within
the Steering Committee is open. This means that the institutions from the
Science and Civil Society Constituency will not be eligible for election or voting
this year (only individual members from this constituency will vote their
representative). It has been great to see the growing interest in contributing to
the Initiative from its driving seat, and we are happy to welcome the many
candidates who stepped forward for this year’s elections. The candidates are
listed below (in random order within the constituencies):

Consult the full webinar recording and slide deck
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1. Candidates for the Government Constituency:

Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development of Argentina,
represented by the Secretary of Climate Change, Sustainable
Development
National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA)
representing the Government of Thailand
National Cleaner Production Centre South Africa (NCPC-SA) representing
the Government of South Africa

2. Candidates for the Business Constituency:

Zero Waste & Sustainability School – USA
EHS Techniques – Spain
HUB Latin America (Hub EPD LATAM) – Chile
EcoEd - Chile

3. Candidates for Individual Representation (within the Science and Civil
Society Constituency):

Marcelo Langer, Ph.D - Brazil
Navneet Argawall, MMS - India
Nasser Ayoub – Egypt
Dr. Eman Alaaeldin Abdelfattah - Egypt
Nebiyeleul Gessese, Ph.D - Ethiopia
CH. Rama Krushna Chary, MBA – Kuwait
Naphat Chatchavalkosol – Thailand
Joni Jupesta, Ph.D - Indonesia
Dewi Permatasari – Indonesia

If any members missed out this year or were excluded due to geographical
restrictions, be sure to keep an eye out for next year’s General Assembly and
set a reminder in your calendar – the Steering Committee elections are held in
September every year!


Remember: Membership registration is open throughout the year. You or your
institution can join by downloading, completing and returning a signed
membership form to membership@lifecycleinitiative.org

Interns: Welcome to new, Farewell to old!

The Life Cycle Initiative Secretariat is regularly blessed with the contribution of
engaged and energetic interns, who bring new ideas and provide a significant
contribution to the delivery of the Initiative’s impact. This September we are
welcoming Tess and Margarita, who will overlap for a couple of weeks with
Angelique and Rowena who superbly supported our work for the last six
months.

View full bios of all the candidates
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Margarita Victoria Caballa, a national of the Philippines, is a recent graduate in
ICP Master of Science in Sustainable Development from the Catholic University
Leuven (Belgium), and Tess O’Neill, with Irish and USA nationalities, is a
graduate of International Commerce with Chinese from University College
Dublin and finishing her Master studies on Sustainability and Energy
Management at Bocconi University (Milan, Italy). You will be able to meet them
all during the General Assembly on the 23 September! It will be the time to say
“à bientôt!” to Rowena Waldron and Angelique Vermeer, wishing them all the
best for their future endeavours (and congratulating in advance the lucky
organisations who contract them! 😉 )

New Strategy, new support!

After a strong competitive selection following the announcement of a consultant
position to support the Initiative as we embark on the recalibration of a new 5-
year strategy, we are very happy to welcome Bina Emanvel of India to the Life
Cycle Initiative! Bina will be contributing her significant experience in developing
and implementing strategies for a diverse range of organizations including
UNICEF, UNHCR, UN Women, ECPAT International, Child Helpline
International, and more!

Project & Activity Updates

SCP-HAT: v2.0 launch and further applications and
dissemination

The final touches and quality checks are being made to the underlying database
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for the Sustainable Consumption
and Production Hotspots Analysis
Tool (SCP-HAT) v2.0, which will
be released to the public in the
coming weeks. This underlying
database, the GLENVIOM Model (Global Environmental Input Output Model), is
a Multi-Region Input Output (MRIO) table built by the University of Sydney for
the UN International Resource Panel (UN IRP). With this table, the SCP-HAT
boosts the sector disaggregation to 97 for most countries and the time coverage
to 1990-2019. With the new database we are also able to cover new pressure
and impact indicators, such as nutrient flows, water consumption, and energy
supply. In the coming months the team will be busy with further improvements of
the tool (watch this space) as well as a training workshop for West Asia
countries in mid-October, new applications to inform national development
strategies (NDCs, green recovery strategies, etc.), as well as its further
integration into the World Environment Situation Room (WESR) through an
enhanced API.


What? you haven't heard of the SCP-HAT yet??? 

Then watch this 3’ intro video and talk about this cool tool with your peers!

GLAD held its first Focus Group to gather insights on
user experience

The Global LCA Data Access (GLAD) network,
which is led by the Life Cycle Initiative, aims to
increase data accessibility and interoperability to,
ultimately, promote enhanced application of Life
Cycle Assessment. It consists of a web-search
engine to access and convert life cycle datasets from
independent data providers. To date, users can
browse among over 96,000 LCA datasets from 13
data providers.


On Friday 3rd September, members of the metadata Working Group of GLAD
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held the first Focus Group with LCA practitioners from around the world, to
collect information about what functionalities are expected from GLAD and what
metadata are required to ensure data findability and reuse. Participants
representing public, private and academic organizations connected from France,
Ireland, the US, Chile, Sri Lanka, and India. We are extremely grateful for the
time and insights that these participants provided us with!


During the 1.5-hours discussion, valuable information was collected about the
most required functionalities in GLAD, such as ease of searching, availability of
data documentation, data conversion and integration of GLAD into LCA
software. Also, the participants had the exclusive possibility of surfing through
the new interface of GLAD in its test environment, to discuss the implementation
of a new faceted search which resulted in specific proposals to improve the
interface and searching function. Finally, the participants discussed the
metadata descriptors that are required to evaluate fitness for purpose of
datasets. Another focus group will be organized later this year.


If you wish to participate in shaping the future and usability of GLAD or
you are interested in knowing more about the results, please contact the
leads of the Metadata Working Group: Peter or Carolina / or Claudia

SDG Project: Invitation for new partners!

Our project linking the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) to life cycle
assessment (LCA) aims to make the SDGs more
practical for businesses. After a fruitful first round
of case studies and an important update of the
methodology, the project is ready to invite new
partners for a second round of case studies,
starting in September. Together with the four
companies that are already on board, new
partners are invited to apply the improved version
of the methodology and explore their contribution
to the global goals. For this phase, the contribution for companies in OECD
countries is lowered from €12,000 to €6,000. For this contribution you receive
access to the LCA-SDG methodology, dedicated support in applying the
method, as well as the opportunity to share experiences with companies that are
already working with the method.


Please reach out to PRé Sustainability if you are interested in participating
or have any additional questions.

New Report on the Life Cycle Impacts of Single-Use
Menstrual Products and Their Alternatives

The Life Cycle Initiative has published a new LCA meta-study on single-use
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menstrual products and their alternatives. The
report contains recommendations for LCA
practitioners, policy makers and the general public.
The most important finding is that reusable
menstrual products have a lower environmental
impact than single-use products. The reusable
menstrual cup is the best option for the
environment.


Consumers have a lot of leverage over the
environmental impact of reusable menstrual
products. For single-use menstrual products the
highest environmental impacts are associated with
the production of materials and the disposal of the
product.


The results of this study are part of a series of meta-studies, covering a variety
of single-use plastic products and their alternatives. These studies have been
commissioned in response to the Fourth UN Environment Assembly
Resolution 9, which requested UNEP to produce information on the full life
cycle environmental impacts of single-use plastic products and their alternatives.
Another report on the environmental impact of single-use face masks and their
alternatives, based on LCA studies, will soon be released. Watch our Twitter,
LinkedIn and website to be the first to read the report.

News from the Life Cycle Community

Ministerial Conference on Plastics Pollution
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The first ever Ministerial Conference on Marine Litter and Plastic Pollution,
co-convened by the governments of Ecuador, Germany, Ghana and Vietnam,
and supported by UNEP, was finishing as this issue of the LC Net was getting
into press… Given its loud and clear call to consider plastic pollution across the
whole life cycle of plastics (see LC Net Focus, above), but also because of the
strong participation by the members of the Life Cycle Initiative (starting with co-
convenor Germany and all other member governments, and including our
funding partners Plastics Europe and American Chemistry Council), we wanted
to highlight some of the elements discussed. The strong participation in the
conference and its preparatory process is a testament to the high interest on the
topic.


The messages from participants made it very clear that plastic pollution is not
seen only as a waste-in-the-sea issue, but that the impacts across
environmental media as well as socio-economic aspects must be considered
across the whole life cycle of plastic products and of their alternatives. This is
nicely illustrated in UNEP’s Executive Director address to the Ministers,
which stresses that plastic pollution “fuels the triple planetary crisis of climate
change, nature and biodiversity loss, and pollution”.


Most Member States supported establishing an Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee at UNEA 5.2 (February 2022) with the aim of achieving a Global
Agreement on plastic pollution with ambitious goals and means of
implementation; the Life Cycle Initiative stands ready to continue informing all
stakeholders on robust ways to implement a life cycle approach for plastic
pollution.

Invitation to Sustainable Consumption Week of Latin
America and the Caribbean, 13-17 September 2021

The Sustainable Consumption Week of Latin America and the Caribbean is
a place for the creation and exchange of the advances, opportunities, and
challenges of the region to promote sustainable consumption as part of the
economic and social recovery. The objective is to generate a dialogue on current
consumption patterns in the region and how to gaze at the opportunity of "going
back to normal" to promote changes towards sustainable and responsible
consumption, promoting sustainable lifestyles, education, and consumer
information, including the use of eco-labeling as an information tool for
consumers.


This event is organized by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), in
collaboration with the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development of
Colombia and the Secretariat of Consumer Defense of Paraguay with the
support of the European Commission, and the Federal Ministry of Environment,
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Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety of Germany.


Invitation to UNEP’s online event at the World Circular
Economy Forum, 15 September 2021

We are delighted to invite you to the online event Accelerating sustainability
in the textile value chain: inspiring action and behaviour change as part of
the 2021 World Circular Economy Forum. This accelerator session will take
place on the 15 September 2021 from 7:00 to 8:00 EDT (UTC-4) / 13.00 to
14.00 CEST (UTC+2). 

 

This event will promote key outcomes of the upcoming UNEP roadmap report,
which aims to set out a collaborative pathway to move towards greater
sustainability and circularity in the textile value chain and which builds on
technical findings and recommendations from UNEP’s 2020 global stocktaking
report. The session will also feature insights from UNEP’s upcoming
sustainable fashion communications strategy, focused on the role of consumer-
facing storytellers and the power of shifting the narrative to strengthen demand
for a positive fashion future.

More information and registration
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Launch of the 10 Principles  for Life Cycle
Sustainability Assessment  (LCSA) - Position Paper of
the Life Cycle Initiative

Sustainability thinking along the life cycle is more relevant than ever in current
times in our decision-making. We are pleased to announce the Position Paper
of the Life Cycle Initiative on 10 Principles for Life Cycle Sustainability
Assessment (LCSA). This is an open-access article developed by LCA
community representatives from Europe, South America, North
America, Africa and Asia and published in the International Journal of Life Cycle
Assessment. The 10 Principles rely not only on environmental and economic
approaches but also on social LCA. 

 

We encourage the application of the 10 Principles. Enjoy the reading!

New Publication: Life Cycle Engineering and
Management of Products

We are pleased to present this Springer publication, a comprehensive outline of
the techniques, tools, systems and practices for improving the environmental
performance of business products, co-authored by some of the esteemed
members of the Life Cycle Initiative.


View and purchase the publication at Springer.com.

Register for the event
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Life Cycle Community Calendar

World Resources Forum (WRF) Hybrid Conference
2021, Switzerland – Ghana & Online.
12-14 October 2021


WRF 2021, co-hosted by the World
Resources Forum Association and
the Ghanaian Ministry of
Environment, Science, Technology
and Innovation (MESTI), provides a
platform for an open and inclusive
multi-stakeholder dialogue to highlight challenges, share best practices, and
promote collaborative innovation to mobilise concerted action for the
improvement of natural resource governance.


More information can be accessed on the event website. For any questions,
please get in touch with the WRF team.

Guidance on Social Life Cycle Assessment: Hybrid
Event, Brussels & Online
7 December 2021


We are happy to announce a hybrid
event on December 7th, 2021 at
13h30 CET at the Residence Palace
in Brussels, as well as online,
entitled “Implementing the New
UNEP 2020 S-LCA Guidelines”.
The event will be organized by the SLC Alliance, hosted by Mrs. Zakia Khattabi,
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the Belgian Minister of Climate, Environment, Sustainable Development and
Green Deal, and co-organized with the Life Cycle Initiative and the Quebec
Government Office in Brussels. It will have a hybrid format, with some
availability for participants to be present in person and others joining online.


At the event, we will launch a number of new resources for S-LCA practitioners
and users – the results of seven out of nine pilot studies that put to test the
newly released UNEP 2020 S-LCA Guidelines; the  UNEP 2021 S-LCA
Methodological Sheets; and the translation of the UNEP S-LCA Guidelines in
French, Dutch, and Italian (supported by Quebec Government Office in
Brussels, the Belgian Federal Institute for Sustainable Development,
Prof. Luigia Petti University of Pescara (Italy) and her Team, and Prof.
Gabriella Arcese University of Cusano, Italy).

 

The event will provide an opportunity for practitioners, companies and
government organizations to familiarize themselves with the UNEP 2020 S-LCA
Guidelines and to hear from companies in a variety of sectors that have
implemented the Guidelines. An armchair discussion on the future of S-LCA will
also be held at the event, highlighting global initiatives that are likely to shape
how we consider social impacts in value chains in upcoming years.

 

Please mark your calendars for this event, and keep your eyes peeled for
more information in the next newsletter!

SETAC 8th World Congress
4-8 September 2022

The SETAC 8th World Congress will now be held from 4-8 September 2022 in
Singapore at the Marina Bay Sands. Please save the date, and stay tuned for
updates as we get closer to the meeting.

 

More information.

Life Cycle Job Announcements

Two staff positions in UNEP’s life cycle team!

First, we are really excited to announce this rare
opportunity to become a full-time staff member of the
UN, working on life cycle approaches! As you will
remember, we recently announced that Dr Feng
Wang moved to a different position within UNEP: we
are now re-opening this position (UN P3 level). Do you have a strong work
ethos, are passionate about embedding science-based life cycle approaches in
key processes of decision- and policy-making, and can work with a variety of
stakeholders? Want to move to Paris (France) and apply your (at least 5 years
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of) professional experience within the UN system? If so, please keep your eyes
peeled: the link to obtain more details and apply online will be live in the coming
hours / days in the Life Cycle Initiative website and through our social media
channels.


Second, a brand-new junior position (UN P2 level) has been created to support
the Life Cycle Initiative Secretariat in UNEP. We are hopeful that this new
position will be announced soon, so keep your eyes peeled!

Consultant to Support the Initiative!

In the coming weeks, the UNEP’s Secretariat of Life
Cycle Initiative will be advertising a new opportunity
within the team, to support the work on the
development and dissemination of the SCP-HAT as
well as other ongoing tasks within the unit. This will
be a full-time, home-based position, ideal for someone with experience in
project delivery and excellent organizational and interpersonal skills who has a
key interest in life cycle thinking and sustainability issues. If this is you, then
please keep an eye out for this job opening in the next few weeks.

Goodyear: Sustainability Life Cycle Assessment
Practitioners
The Sustainability Life Cycle Assessment Practitioner helps support Goodyear's
Better Future strategy, and efforts to evaluate sustainability related to business
actions and reducing the footprint of the Goodyear portfolio (including products,
services and supply chain). The position requires detailed
knowledge/experience in life cycle assessment (LCA) to support Goodyear LCA
activities and requests for sustainability targets/performance. The incumbent will
independently conduct/manage projects pertaining to LCA (or related
approaches) to inform on strategies, communications and marketing needs.


This role contributes to our company-wide strategic sustainability efforts with the
goal of ensuring that the company’s sustainability efforts enhance business
performance and support the long-term interests of the company.


Located in Akron, Ohio.

https://career4.successfactors.com/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?
jobId=84572&company=Goodyear

 

Located in Colmar-Berg, Luxembourg.

https://career4.successfactors.com/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?
jobId=87636&company=Goodyear
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Join us as a Funding Partner

The work of the Life Cycle Initiative would not be possible without the support of
its sponsors. By contributing to the Initiative, businesses and governments not
only gain access to unparalleled expertise in how to align their activities with
their United Nations Environmental and Social Development commitments, but
they also play a role in transforming their activities, as models of Life Cycle
Thinking. If you are interested in becoming a funding partner, please contact the
Initiative.

Ongoing call for LC Net contributions

Members of the Life Cycle Initiative, please feel free to submit your event, job
vacancy, news, capacity development opportunities, topics and stories related to
life cycle thinking and LCA, to be shared with the global life cycle community.
We are always looking for featured coverage on the experience how life cycle
thinking contributes to different policy agendas, sustainable business and
decision making, in various countries and regions. 


Note that we cannot accept contributions of a commercial nature. LCNet is
released bimonthly in the beginning of January, March, May, July, September
and November; please send us your piece approximately two weeks before the
release date. We look forward to your contributions in disseminating life cycle
knowledge from global policy and business agendas! 

THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDING PARTNERS!

Yes, I'm interested to contribute as a Funding Partner

Yes, I have content for the LC Net!
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